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2009 CONFERENCE EVALUATIONS

We’re still basking in the glow of enthusiastic comments from our 20th anniversary conference. We learned
that MCWC participants are committed writers. The most important things they gained were good writ-
ing advice, a sense of being part of a supportive community of writers, and encouragement for their work.
By a huge majority, participants came in 2009 because they, or someone they knew, had a great experience
at MCWC in a previous year. Participants particularly liked the program format. Meeting in a small group
with the same faculty member for three consecutive mornings built bonds of friendship, while afternoons
devoted to readings, panels and lectures offered variety. Our cool climate and location on the spectacular
Mendocino Coast were big draws too, as was the opportunity to work with outstanding teachers such as
Ellen Bass, Ben Percy and Sharman Apt Russell.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Our Fall Soundings reading/workshop presenter is Gayle Greene, whose most recent books are Insomniac,
Doris Lessing: The Poetics of Change and The Woman Who Knew Too Much: Alice Stewart and the Secrets of Radia-
tion.

Free public reading/talk: “Women Writers and Social Change: Up Close and Personal,”

Friday, November 6, 7:00 pm at Fort Bragg Public Library, 499 E. Laurel St., Fort Bragg, CA.

Writing workshop: “Things I wish I'd known about non-fiction writing....”, Saturday, November 7, 10:00-
12:00 at Trinity Lutheran Hall, 620 East Redwood Ave., Fort Bragg, CA. For more information email direc-
tor@mcwec.org.

The Spring Soundings presenter is Molly Dwyer, author of Requiem for the Author of Frankenstein. Dates
are Friday, March 26 and Saturday, March 27, 2010.

Both these Soundings events are supported by Poets & Writers, Inc. through a grant it has received from
The James Irvine Foundation.

Dates for the 2010 Mendocino Coast Writers Conference are July 29 through August 1, 2010.

ORGANIZATION CHANGES

The day after this year’s conference, MCWC said a sad farewell to director Charlotte Gullick, who has
taken a position as chair of the creative writing department at Austin Community College in Texas. New
conference co-directors are Katherine Brown and Maureen Eppstein.

MCWC is also moving toward becoming an independent nonprofit organization. As we grapple with the
challenges of independence, we are working with the College of the Redwoods to ensure that our twenty-
year partnership continues.

MCWC COMMUNITY LITERARY NEWS
Andrew Todhunter (presenter 2006 and 2008) offers a writers’ workshop in Paris October 12th through 16th,
2009. Email: workshops @andrewtodhunter.com.

Camille Dungy (2008 Paths to Publishing presenter) will have a second poetry collection out in January. An
anthology she edited appeared in April: From the Fishouse: An Anthology of Poems that Sing, Rhyme, Syn-
copate, Punctuate, Alliterate and Just Plain Sound Great. Another anthology will arrive in December: Black
Nature: Four Centuries of African American Nature Poetry.



